
Good afternoon, I am Tavis Jules, chair of Loyola’s Faculty Council. I am delighted to be here to 
present Jorge ("George") P. Parada, MD, MPH, Medical Director and Committee Chair, 
Infection Prevention and Control Program, Professor of Medicine at the Stritch School of 
Medicine (SSOM) and Professor of of Public Health at the Parkinson School of Health Sciences 
and Public Health with the 2020 Loyola Faculty Member of the Year Award. We had numerous 
exceptional candidates for this year’s award, but George’s credentials in research, teaching, 
student engagement and service distinguished him from the others. George has been at Loyola 
for over 20 years.  
 
Since completing his medical doctorate in Lisbon, Portugal, Goerge has done several post-
graduate trainings and residencies at Harvard University, Boston University, Rush University  
and Stony Brook University and has been awarded numerous fellowships and research 
opportunities. Since coming to Loyola in 1999, George has held numerous positions and posts 
across the academic and health systems, including as Co-Director for the Antibiotic Stewardship 
Program, Research Associate at the Infectious Diseases and Immunology Institute, Medical 
Director for the MRSA Clinic and the Home Parenteral Therapy Program and Chief Hospital      
st, Infection Prevention and  Control Program. He is also a Senior Research Associate at the 
Edwards Hines VA Center of Innovation for Complex Chronic Healthcare. He is a Fellow of the 
American College of Physicians (FACP), the Infectious Diseases Society of America (FIDSA), 
and the Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America (FSHEA), as well as a former VA 
Research Career Development Awardee. He has twice been awarded the Implementation Science 
Award by the Association of Professionals of Infection Control (APIC).  
 
 
The focus of his research is clinical effectiveness, outcomes, and resource utilization in 
infectious diseases – with a focus on quality, patient safety and the prevention of healthcare 
associated infections – including promoting antibiotic stewardship and vaccine use. He has 
served as site Principal Investigator on a dozen clinical trials at Loyola University Medical 
Center (LUMC). He has over 60 peer-reviewed publications and more than 350 presentations at 
national/international scientific meetings. Nominators argue that his commitment to teaching, 
mentorship, research, service and patient care is well balanced and substantial. He has also 
served as a mentor to fellows, junior faculty, and nurses. He has taught and mentored students 
from the Marcella Niehoff school of nursing (MNSON), Stritch School of Medicine (SSOM) and 
the Parkinson School of Health Sciences and Public Health. His work has a track record of 
leading the way to meaningful change, from universal flu shots to hand-hygiene improvements to 
the reduction of hospital-associated infections. Most importantly, George demonstrates the Jesuit 
values of “Cura Personalis” or a person for others through his research, teaching and mentorship. 
 
 
To conclude, George’s colleagues note that he is easily able to translate expertise into action, and 
one nominator in discussing his response to the novel COVID 19 pandemic stated that “What I 
witnessed was a person work around the clock to methodically solve problems and answer 
questions while the ground continued to shift beneath us, sometimes on an hourly basis.” In fact, 
another nominator drawing attention to George’s leadership during the current pandemic noted 
that “what I have come to see crystalize during this pandemic, is that experience, knowledge, and 
track record of tactical planning count, and we as a hospital, as a university, as an institution, as a 



community, were so fortunate to have that during this global health crisis.”  Those of us on the 
faculty have met and exceeded very high expectations during our graduate studies and 
subsequently to earn tenure at Loyola. So, it is a very great honor to recognize Jorge ("George") 
P. Parada as this year’s Faculty Member of the Year for standing out at a university and in a 
school with so many exceptional scholars. Please help me in congratulating him for this award!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


